
Located in south-central Austin, the Greenbelt is 7.25 miles worth of lush 
greenery and sparkling water. The Barton Creek Greenbelt was named after 
William Barton, who settled the banks in 1837. As the city grew, highways 
began to line the park’s skyline. In 1974, the City of Austin bought 132.34 
acres worth of parkland for what is now beloved belt. Main entry points 
include Barton Springs Pool, Loop 360, and Camp Craft Road. Park-goers can 
find many activities to partake in here, including trail biking, rock climbing, 
swimming, hiking, dog-walking, picnicking, gossiping with friends, and many 
more. 
The Greenbelt has become the perfect cross between two worlds. To enter the 
trail, you first have to park along a chaotic highway. But once inside, every-
thing changes. When on the trails and heading towards the creek, the world 
transforms into a landscape of astounding vegetation. Distant cars rumble in 
the foreground while visitors swim in the organic beauty of the creek. In a 
social climate highlighting absolutes, the belt is a nice respite. A place where 
visitors can live in a different world, without forgetting the other. A tall con-
crete overpass provides shade on hot days. There is beauty in the mesh of 
these two opposing societies, providing a yin and yang quality to the park.
To many Austenites, the Greenbelt has become a home away from home. 
Runners are found effortlessly gliding across the trails. Some bring their dogs 
for a much needed ‘return to nature’ trip. Families gather to let their kids run 
out of steam along the creek. This public land is deeply care for by all of 
Austin. Some even rally together to help keep the park beautiful by gathering 
volunteer clean-up crews. 
The way the Greenbelt transforms throughout the year doesn’t deter visitors. 
Even as the creek dries up in the winter, tons of residents come to appreciate 
the wonders of the belt. Whether it’s to walk, bike, or hang out with loved 
ones, the park is a year-round attraction. There is no fee to enter this public 
space, leaving it open to all to enjoy. The Austin Chronicle has even given the 
Greenbelt 27 different awards throughout the years, some of which include 
“Best Day Hike” and “Best Place to Experience the River Wild.”
The Greenbelt is an intersection, blending the line between fast paced city-life 
and peaceful greenery. It is the meeting point between two worlds. The cross-
ing has no social or economic barriers. Visitors can continue on their path or 
make a different turn. We need these intersections to keep moving. Sometimes 
we need them to slow down. This physical manifestation of balance is an 
astounding site that all, if given the chance, should see.
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